MAGH – Josh Aleri 16/07/2024
11. Becoming God’s battle axe - Fear not 
1. Pre-sermon: Declaration for the day: Psalms 118:24 This is the day the LORD has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
2. Introduction
· I am going to address the subject of Fear?
· We have all gone through fear and in situations where we felt fearful (anxious, doubtful, worried, dreading what is to come)
· Fear is a doubt and unbelief in God and in His Word; 
· belief in the lies of Satan; 
· a state of dread
· uneasiness, worry or anxiousness.
· Opposite of faith
· Faith is NOW FAITH is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses]” (Hebrews 11:1, AMP).
· “So faith comes by hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the preaching [of the message that came from the lips] of Christ (the Messiah Himself)” (Romans 10:17, AMP).

3. Quotes about Fear
· As soon as the fear approaches near, attack and destroy it.
· To him who is in fear everything rustles
· No good work is ever done while the heart is hot and anxious and fretted
· “Tell your heart that the fear of suffering is worse than the suffering itself. And that no heart has ever suffered when it goes in search of its dreams, because every second of the search is a second's encounter with God and with eternity.”
― Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist
· “Scared is what you're feeling. Brave is what you're doing.”
― Emma Donoghue, Room
· “Do not be afraid; our fate
Cannot be taken from us; it is a gift.”
― Dante Alighieri, Inferno
· “I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.”
― Nelson Mandela
· “Fear is a phoenix. You can watch it burn a thousand times and still it will return.”
― Leigh Bardugo, Crooked Kingdom

· 4. Fire scriptures: - “ on Fear not”
Jeremiah 51:20 – 
“You are my war club,
    my weapon for battle—
with you I shatter nations,
    with you I destroy kingdoms,

Isaiah 43 – Israel’s only saviour
43 But now, this is what the LORD says—
    he who created you, Jacob,
    he who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
    I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
2 When you pass through the waters,
    I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers,
    they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
    you will not be burned;
    the flames will not set you ablaze.
3 For I am the LORD your God,
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;
I give Egypt for your ransom,
    Cush[a] and Seba in your stead.
4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight,
    and because I love you,
I will give people in exchange for you,
    nations in exchange for your life.
5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you;
    I will bring your children from the east
    and gather you from the west.
6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’
    and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’
Bring my sons from afar
    and my daughters from the ends of the earth—
7 everyone who is called by my name,
    whom I created for my glory,
    whom I formed and made.”
8 Lead out those who have eyes but are blind,
    who have ears but are deaf.
9 All the nations gather together
    and the peoples assemble.
Which of their gods foretold this
    and proclaimed to us the former things?
Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right,
    so that others may hear and say, “It is true.”
10 “You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD,
    “and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me
    and understand that I am he.
Before me no god was formed,
    nor will there be one after me.
11 I, even I, am the LORD,
    and apart from me there is no savior.
12 I have revealed and saved and proclaimed—
    I, and not some foreign god among you.
You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “that I am God.
13     Yes, and from ancient days I am he.
No one can deliver out of my hand.
    When I act, who can reverse it?”


Psalm 23: 4 Even though I walk
    through the darkest valley,[a]
I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.

Joshua 1:9 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
Phillipians 4: 6 – 7 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Proverbs 24:10 If you falter in a time of trouble, how small is your strength!

Jeremiah 12:5 
“If you have raced with men on foot
    and they have worn you out,
    how can you compete with horses?
If you stumble[a] in safe country,
    how will you manage in the thickets by[b] the Jordan?

4. Exodus – Story of Moses
Moses ran from Egypt ear of being discovered that he killed someone, and he would be killed.
When God called him, He was even fearful and gave many excuses: 

1. WHO AM I TO DO THIS?
“Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” Essentially he’s saying, “God, I am a nobody! I am useless!” But God says to him, “I will be with you.” Knowing God is with him should be enough, but Moses has another question.
2. WHAT ABOUT THE DETAILS?
Moses worries about what to say to the Israelites if they ask him the name of the God who sent him. “What shall I tell them?” he asks. We worry about what we will face two weeks from now instead of what we’re facing now. We often don’t want to make the first move until everything is figured out, but God works in a different way than us: “Don’t worry about the details. Those are Mine to deal with.”
3. I AM INADEQUATE.
Moses then says to God, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since You have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” Moses fears that his weakness will make the task impossible. He is not a good speaker, so how could he free a nation with his speech? But God fires back, “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.” Even after this, Moses has one last holdup.
4. YOU’VE GOT THE WRONG PERSON.
Moses says, “O Lord, please send someone else to do it.” He thinks God chose the wrong person for the job. God, angry at this point, says that Aaron, Moses’ brother, can accompany him on the task.

Lessons:
· What about us? 
· We have all been fearful in different situations. 
· We have all wrestled with fear and worry. 
· What God says? I am with you, I will work out the details, I am the one who created you, you can do the task I called you to, I will protect you through the fear and the storm.
· Fear is the devil’s tactic to confuse us to stop praying, have doubt and low faith. 

Prayer points: 
Phillipians 4: 6 – 7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
1. Strength in the process:  Jeremiah 40:20  
2. Petition into the situation – speak into it. 

Conclusions
· Fear not
· You are a battle axe, the battle is the Lord’s
· Thank you Pastor Lakers
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